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Referral process for samples to MPI Animal Health Laboratory 
This document outlines the requirements to be followed for the referral of samples to MPI for 
testing. Organisms this document pertains to include: 

• Bacillus anthracis 
• Brucella spp. 
• Clostridium botulinum 

This list is not exhaustive and for other bacteria or viruses not listed contact the Microbiology 
Service Lead. 
 

1 Approval and notification: 
All human cases for referral to MPI Animal Health Laboratory for testing it is 
imperative that notification and approval obtained by the following: 

1. PHF Science Clinical Microbiologist. 
o Dr Michael Addidle Michael.Addidle@phfscience.nz 

OR 
o Dr Juliet Elvy Juliet.Elvy@phfscience.nz 

2. Microbiology Service Lead – Leeanne.Olsen@phfscience.nz 
3. Technical Laboratory Operations – Audrey.Tiong@phfscience.nz 

 
2 Specimen submission form: 

Please contact PHF Science for the Specimen Submission form. 
Use the partly pre-populated specimen submission form provided. 
The following fields must be populated as below: 
 

• Submitter/Veterinarian: enter Clinical Microbiologist 
• Submitter Details: enter name of referring laboratory 
• Submitter Reference: enter specimen laboratory number 
• Submission/Animal Details: enter patient identifiers/details 
• PHF Science details pre-populated as the Owner Details for billing 

purposes 
Refer to Appendix A for example. 

3 Sending cultures to MPI: 
1. Sent as Category A UN2814 by an approved carrier at the expense of your 

laboratory.  
Refer to Appendix B - UN2814 Infectious Substance affecting humans 
packaging requirements. 

2. MPI approved carrier: 
o World Couriers 

▪ Email: info@worldcouriers.co.nz 
▪ Phone: 09 275 5300 

3. Shipment must be accompanied by the following documents which are 
provided by the carrier 
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• Dangerous Goods Form 
o Must include relevant contact details 

• Waybill 
o Provide shipment details including waybill number for tracking 

purposes to PHF Science. 
4 Shipping address: 

Ministry for Primary Industries Investigation and Diagnostic Centre 
National Centre for Biosecurity and Infectious Disease 
66 Ward Street 
Upper Hutt 
Attention: Animal Health Lab (04 894 0209) 

5 Results: 
Both the referring laboratory/clinician and PHF Science will receive the results sent 
in pdf format from MPI AHL laboratory. 

6 Invoicing and Payment 
• PHF Science is invoiced for payment of testing performed that is funded. 
• Testing that does not meet funding criteria and/or is a non-BAU request, the 

referring laboratory will be invoiced.  A quote will be sent for approval prior 
to testing. 

• All shipping costs are the responsibility of the referring laboratory and is not 
incurred by PHF Science. 
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Appendix 
Appendix – A: SPECIMEN SUBMISSION FORM 

 

 

 

Appendix – B: SHIPPING CONTAINER REQUIREMENTS 

 
 


